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Classroom decoration competition at Crouch…. 

And the winner is LWE class – well done to all of the children and adults for amazing decorations 

and a beautiful nativity. 

Most Creative Award goes to ERA class for their recycled Christmas tree for our times including 

mask and hand sanitiser! 

And Most Original Award goes to KS4 for their wonderful tudor Christmas.  

 

Well done to everyone for a great effort Ronny and I really loved seeing all of your wonderful festive 

activities.  

Thank you.  

Jacquie and Ronny 

 

 

JMC Class 

Our class have been enjoying our daily mindfulness sessions each 

morning. These have included drawing activities and listening to 

calming music. We have found that this has helped focus and find 

new strategies for dealing with emotions.  

In Science we have been studying electricity, identifying sources 

of electricity and experimenting with different components, we 

have learnt that a circuit needs to be complete for it to be 

successful.  

In Maths we have been practising our times tables, playing times table bingo! 

We have created our own poems and comic strips as part of our Smugglers 

topic in English. We have enjoyed exploring the local area to find out about the 

history of Smugglers and role playing this together.  

In PSHE the children have been learning about the justice system and why we 

have rules and laws. They have also been focusing on times where laws have 

been unfair e.g. Rosa Parks. Students were able to sympathise with struggles 

African Americans have faced in History. We have also looked at Anti-Bullying 

and some of the students were able to create their own posters to promote the importance of 

equality.  

 

 



In the lead up to Christmas we have had a visit from Elf on the Shelf who has been up to mischief 

when no one is looking. Every day, the students have written a diary entry based on the naughty 

little elf’s antics overnight.  

  

 

KS4  

 

BTEC Creative Media Production 

Students in KS4 have been continuing work towards their Level 1 certificates, this term focusing 

on creative sound design for video, film, television and video games.  After exploring what sound 

design is and gaining an understanding of the importance of sound in media, students moved on 

to creating their own soundtrack to be used with a piece of video.  Using YouTube, students 

captured video footage from a range of genres including video games, sporting events and TV 

shows/films.  They then used sound production software and captured sound effect clips to add 

audio to their videos, ensuring the sounds were suitable and appropriate to their chosen style of 

video.  The clips were edited in a video editing application in order to be synchronised with the 

visual footage. 

 

BTEC Art and Design 

For term 2, students have explored the theme of Christmas decorations throughout history.  KS4 

have researched how Christmas decorations were made in Tudor and Victorian times as well as 

contemporary styles.  Students produced ideas for decorations before selecting three to make.  

These included baubles, wreathes, orange pomanders and a life-sized Papier-mâché boars head, 

covered in modelling clay and painted.  As well as forming part of the BTEC Art and Design 

qualification, the decorations were entered into the school Christmas decorations competition, 

judged by Jacquie and Ronny our Chef. 

 

BTEC Level 2 Award in Music 

This term students taking the 

BTEC in Music have prepared for an exam in January on working within the music industry.  

Aspects covered include, how different organisations work together, how artists/bands are 

represented and promoted and types of equipment used in the music industry. 

 

PSHE and Votes for Schools 

Throughout this term, students have looked into gambling and the negative effects in can 

potentially have on individuals.  Students have examined how gambling can lead to debt and 

financial troubles if not taken part in responsibly.  Alongside this, a range of weekly topics have 

been covered using the Votes for Schools resources, including does social media make disabilities 

more visible, the organ donation debate and Anti-Bullying Week 2020.  

 



Class ERA 

English 

This term we have really enjoyed learning about local smuggling gangs including the Hawkhurst 

Gang. The class had a wonderful day out in Dymchurch where we walked along the wall that dated 

originally right back to Roman Times and imagined where the local smugglers would have landed 

and smuggled wool out from. 

Science 

We have made amazing circuits this term. The children have discovered different conductors of 

electricity including graphite. In design and technology the class used their science knowledge to 

make buzz wire games and had fun seeing who had the steadiest hand. 

Topic 

We have learnt so much about Crime and Punishment through the ages. We loved learning about 

the Gunpowder Plot and the awful punishments given out in Tudor times. The children enjoyed 

making their own masks of shame which were worn (by women) if you were caught gossiping. 

PSHE  

We have had great discussions all about Human Rights and how many we enjoy on a daily basis. 

The class enjoyed anti bullying week where we all learnt about the different types of bullying 

including cyber bullying. There was still so much more to talk about so we will look at this again 

in the new year. 

 

Odd sock puppets created by 

class ERA to reinforce the 

anti-bullying message that it’s 

ok to be different. The 

puppets were used in our 

class role play based on 

“cyber bullying” 

 

Designing circuits and then testing them. 

 

Science experiment exploring whether a 

graphite pencil line will conduct electricity. If 

so, why? 

Learning about the Gunpowder Plot in history 

linked to this terms topic Crime and 

Punishment. 

 

 

 

 

As a class we explored what might have 

happened if the Gunpowder Plot was 

successful and the Houses of Parliament 

had blown up. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mask of shame worn in  

Tudor Times for gossiping 

 

 

 

 

  



Christmas news from Crouch Farm…..  

A slightly chilly term down on the farm, things are definitely looking 

wintery. The animals are all fine though and eating plenty to keep them 

warm. Autumn jobs like worming the ponies and de-fleaing the cat have 

been done by students and we had a hay delivery so the barn is nice and 

full of hay and straw. Chloe the cat thinks it was ordered just for her and 

has made her bed right at the top. The chickens also seem excited by 

the delivery and are showing off their climbing skills, making it even 

harder to round them all up at bed time! The 

new big chickens have started laying and 

Harry, Bellatrix and Luna the bantam chicks 

are getting bigger.  

The baby guinea pigs are massive. Must be 

all the veggies they’re eating! Their squeaks 

of greeting in the morning are very sweet, 

they won’t be quiet until they’ve had their cabbage.  

 

Two of the ponies have 

their rugs on now, Princess and Elsa are still without 

though as they have grown very thick winter coats 

again. All the time it isn’t wet they keep themselves 

warm by fluffing themselves up and trapping a layer 

of air close to their bodies which keeps them nice 

and cosy. Dinky and Fizz are a bit more sensitive 

though and appreciate a bit of a hand to stay warm.  

 

The sheep and alpacas 

come charging over in 

the mornings for their 

breakfast which is quite 

entertaining. The pigs 

make sure we don’t forget about them by oinking loudly until they 

get fed!  

From the 15th December all outdoor 

birds including ducks and chickens are 

having their own taste of lockdown as 

Avarian influenza or ‘bird flu’ is around 

and we’re all doing our part to try and 

stop the spread. There is no worry to us 

as humans from this although sadly this means the chickens won’t be 

able to free range for a bit so we’re going to have to think of ways to 

keep them entertained. Any ideas welcomed!  

 

At Forest School we have been using the Headstart grown leeks and 

potatoes for cooking and there’s been lots of wood cutting and 

whittling. Den making is a big hit especially when it’s raining and as 

long as students have their winter clothes on they’ve been able to enjoy forest school in all 

weathers.  

Please remember wellies and coats on forest school days. Gloves, hats and waterproof trousers 

will be welcomed too. Nothing worse than cold fingers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Link Classes 

This term students across the link class have been learning about Diwali and how people celebrate 

this festival. Students have had the opportunities to read the story of Rama and Sita, creating 

different rangoli patters with a range of different materials such as paint, rice and chalk. Students 

have also been able to create Diva lamps out of salt dough, and 

decorated these with bright colours. Students have been able to 

compare Diwali to Christmas identifying similarities and differences.  

 

Post 16 Oakfield  

 

Students have settled back into their routine after the summer 

break and have achieved across a wide variety of areas.  

 

Sport continues to be a key area that brings the group together 

and team games have been a focus this term, both on and off site.  

 

Vocational BTEC Units have included lots of practical 

elements including home cooking and looking after the 

animals. We are aiming to grow the numbers of animals 

onsite at the beginning of the new year  

 

New and existing staff have worked hard to support 

students in all areas of the curriculum. PSHE and Careers 

sessions have contained some excellent conversations 

about adult life beyond school and healthy relationships.  

 

The group have enjoyed the activities in the final week of 

term including the Christmas dinner, Heads Up graduation and film afternoon. 

Class LWE 

This term we have been looking at different celebrations including Diwali and the traditional 

Christmas Story. For Diwali we made colourful Rangoli patterns, made lanterns and Diyas. We also 

made Diwali sweets and sampled some food eaten in Diwali celebrations. We have also been 

learning about The Nativity Story and birth of baby Jesus. We ended this topic with a class 

performance of the Nativity where we all dressed in character and sang and signed a performance 

of ‘Was On a Starry Night’. A very memorable and proud moment indeed. 

 

 



Class CSP  

KS3 Autumn Term highlights 2020 

 

Key Stage 3 have enjoyed several walks this term, visiting places such as 

Wilmington, Arlington Reservoir and Bodiam Castle. 

To add interest and purpose to our walks, we have been following a “Geocache” 

trail through Battle Great Woods, which consisted of a series of 24 “caches” each 

containing a clue.  The trail is based around the board game Cluedo, and we had 

to try and work out who committed the crime, in which 

room and with which weapon.  It certainly added interest 

to the walks, and the class hope to be able to make their 

own mystery trail next term, for others to follow. 
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In Art, we have been studying Celtic designs and 

“The less attractive side of Art”, using the 

opportunity to make some 3-dimensional artefacts in 

the process. 

Students made Celtic knot designs from clay. The clay 

was rolled out, the design added, then cut and shaped using a variety of 

tools. The work was then dried, fired and glazed by a local potter. 

 

In studying Renaissance Art, students looked at a number of 

artists from that period, including Leonardo Da Vinci, 

Raphael and Hieronymus Bosch, whose work was somewhat 

different to that of his contemporaries. 

This led to a project based on the 

Grotesques and Gargoyles found on Gothic 

style buildings such as Notre Dame 

Cathedral in Paris. The models were made by building clay features on to a 

plaster base, then covering with plaster before painting, to resemble stone. 

 

                                                                                                          

MPA Class 

Students this term have been working hard on 

their mathematical skills, an area in which the 

whole class has progressed fantastically. Students 

have been working on area and perimeter and 

have used their measuring skills to learn about 

this across the school. Students have been able to 

work as a group and independently when 

measuring shapes and items across the school. 

Well done to all students in MPA class this year for 

their extra effort in their maths work. 

 

 

 

Long Man Wilmington 

Bodiam Castle 

On the 

Geocache Trail                    

 


